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Introduction 

During recent years interest and concern for helping disadvantaged children 
have gained momentum .The report of the NCTE Task Force, Langmge Programs 
for the Disadvantaged, stressed the need to keep the teaching profession informed 
of theoretical principles of language development and social dialectology along 
with translations of these principles into practice. Studying the nature of lan- 
guage and its acquisition must lead to analysis of classroom encounters with 
language. Subsequently, the teaching techniques developed will assist disadvan- 
taged children in achieving social and academic success commensurate with their 
potential. This pamphlet serves as one point of departure toward meeting the 
challenge of helping the disadvantaged find acceptance and satisfaction through 
greater range and flexibility in the use of language. It is hoped that scholarly and 
applied research during the next decade will present many more avenues for 
accepting this challenge. 

This publication has its roots in the insight, visions, and research of school 
administrators, teachers, and scholars. Most of these articles first appeared in 
Elementary English, but two are published here for the first time. All articles 
are pertinent to the problems in working effectively with the disadvantaged; each 
author, however, presents a personal view of the problems and solutions. 

The first article, “New Dimensions and New Demands,” by Muriel Crosby, 
focuses upon the issues involved in teaching the disadvantaged. The child’s 
image of himself, because of his nonstandard English dialect, and his difficulty 
in communicating . * r ith his teachers, stand out as keys to understanding the 
situation. 

The second article, while not attempting to be “definitive,” presents clearly 
and concisely significant features of language which are social in origin. “A 
Checklist of Significant Features for Discriminating Social Dialects,” by Raven 
I. McDavid, Jr., includes for the first time the phonological aspects of subcultural 
dialects for native speakers as well as structural features which are socially 
diagnostic everywhere. Other features of language virtually indigenous to one 
region of the country might seem objectionable to speakers from other regions 
and would be objectionable in written expository prose anywhere. Here, however, 
the concern is for features which are social in origin and which are regarded as 
socially diagnostic everywhere. It is those social features which are structural in 
nature and which, consequently, lend themselves best to “pattern” drills. 

Other articles discuss basic knowledge for the teacher of the disadvantaged 
and a program for the teacher s own language improvement, the manner in which 
language deprivation can affect learning, ways of providing a well -planned 
preschool program, and an attempt to change the language of the disadvantaged 
child. Articles on vocabulary development and reading bring special attention 
to the teacher and the teaching process. Elementary teachers, especially those 
teaching the disadvantaged, will find the article “Dialect Barriers to Reading 
Comprehension ” helpful in curriculum planning. 
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A case study of how one teacher used poetry and choral reading to help 
Mexican children achieve specific language objectives is included. The concluding 
articles, by Lila Sheppard, Allison Davis, and Hildegard Thompson, discuss the 
problems and techniques for teaching language, reading, and English to specific 
groups— Maoris, Negroes, and Indians. Although these articles are concerned with 
distinctive groups, many of the ideas have a wider application. 

A bibliography of books for the elementary child which are written in English 
and a foreign language concludes the pamphlet. 

The articles in this pamphlet illustrate several dimensions of dialect: regional, 
social, national, ethnic. How important, then, for the elementary teacher to go 
beyond regarding language as merely a phenomenon of social class. The language 
of the native speaker of English will reflect not only the cultural background 
under which he acquired his first language, but also the region in which he lived. 
To this must be added later experiences with language, such as travel, living in 
various areas, the learning of another language, general interest in language— 
both its pronunciation patterns and vocabulary. Moreover, a person who has 
learned English as a second language may demonstrate in his use of English 
features of his native language. All individuals, consequently, speak a dialect, 
and how delightful it is that language can be individual. 

Certainly there need be no concentrated effort to demand that all persons 
speak alike. Differences in language can be recognized and appreciated. It is not 
derogatory that a person’s idiolect reflects his personal background. When, how- 
ever, a pupil uses a variety of language which places economic, social, or academic 
limitations upon him, the teacher should help this pupil gain access to another 
more generally accepted dialect— without expecting him to abandon his former 
patterns, as there will be times when these patterns will serve him well. Much 
work remains to be done in dialect research, and as new studies are completed 
there will also be new applications in the elementary classroom. This pamphlet 
attempts to focus on some of the dimensions of dialect already investigated, with 
implications already tested out as they have been applied in the schools. 



Eldonna L. Evertts 



